December 21, 1995 


Contact: Greg Donley, 421-7340, ext. 263 


VIDEO ART RETROSPECTIVE TO SHOW AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Video Art: The First 25 Years 

Wednesday evenings, January 10-24, and Sunday afternoon, January 28, 1996 
Admission $4, CMA members $3. 


With the new year comes the first retrospective of video art ever offered at the Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art. This American Federation of Arts traveling exhibition, curated by Barbara London 
of The Museum of Modem Art, takes a historical overview of the first quarter century of interna- 
tional video art. Four programs mirror the artists’ major impulses and concerns: Gender and 
Convention; Autobiographical Voices; Media and Process; and Performance and Body. The 
series includes representative works by Nam June Paik, Laurie Anderson, Bill Viola, Cecelia 
Condit, Ed Emshwiller, William Wegman, and many other pioneers. Film program coordinator 
John Ewing: “By reducing an immense body of work to 33 carefully-chosen highlights, this 
series provides an excellent introduction to a significant new area of moving image art.” 


Wed/10 Jan., 7:30 Video Art: The First 25 Years. 
Program 1: Gender and Convention (various coun- 
tries, 1978-92, bc&w/color, 91 min.). Seven videos 
explore the virtues and limitations of “masculine” and 
“feminine” behavior. Program includes: Paul 
Dougherty, Walter Robinson, and Edit deAk’s Frankie 
Teardrop', Cecelia Condit’s Beneath the Skin', Dara 
Birnbaum’s Damnation of Faust: Evocation', John 
Adams’ Sensible Shoes', Sadie Btnning's Jollies', 
Thomas Allen Harris’ Splash', and Tony Cokes’ 
Confession. 

Wed/17 Jan., 7:30 Video Art: The First 25 Years. 
Program 2: Autobiographical Voices (various 
countries, 1978-93, b&w/color, 113 min.). Eight artists 
use video to examine personal and family concerns. 
Program includes: Linda Montano’s Mitchell’s Death; 
Juan Downey’s The Laughing Alligator, Ilene 
Segalove’s Why I Got into TV and Other Stories; 
Vanalyne Green’s Trick or Drink; George Kuchar’s 
The Creeping Crimson; Cordelia Swann’s Out West; 
and Leslie Thornton and Ron Vawter’s Strange Space. 


Wed/24 Jan., 7 :30 Video Art: The First 25 Years. 
Program 3: Media and Process (various countries, 
1967-1989, b&w/color, 94 min.). Ten abstract videos. 
Program includes: Nam June Paik and Jud Yalkul’s 
Videotape Study No. 3; Bill Viola’s The Space Between 
the Teeth; Ed Emshwiller’s Sunstone; Nam June Paik’s 
Lake Placid '80; Gary Hill’s Happenstance (Part One 
of Many Parts); Steina and Joan La Barbara’s Voice 
Windows; Eder Santos’ Vakti-Bolero; Woody 
Vasulka’s Art of Memory; MICA-TV (Carole Ann 
Klonarides and Michael Owen), Dike Blair, and Dan 
Graham’s Cascade (Vertical Landscapes); and Peter 
Callas’ Neo-Geo: An American Purchase. 

Sun/28 Jan., 3:30 Video Art: The First 25 Years. 
Program 4: Performance and the Body (various 
countries, 1970-92, b&w/color, 99 min.). This eight- 
part program explores the historical links between 
performance art and video. Program includes: 26 Early 
Works by William Wegman; Martha Rosler’s Semiotics 
of the Kitchen; Laurie Anderson’s O Superman; Kit 
Fitzgerald, John Sanborn, and David Van Tieghem’s 
Ear to the Ground; Hilja Reading’s Amazing Grace 
Trilogy; Stuart Sherman’s Berlin/West— Andere 
Richtungen; Charles Atlas’ The Myth of Modern 
Dance; and Pamela Jennings’ Sleep Now Variations. 



